
Latin Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes 
Many English words and word parts can be traced back to Latin and 
Greek. The following table lists some common Latin roots. 

 
 
From the example words in the above table, it is easy to see how roots 
combine with prefixes to form new words. For example, the root -tract-, 
meaning “to pull,” can combine with a number of prefixes, including de- 
and re-. Detract means literally “to pull away” (de-, “away, off”) and retract 
means literally “to pull back” (re-, “again, back”). The following table gives a  
 



Words and word roots may also combine with suffixes. Here are examples 
of some important English suffixes that come from Latin: 

 
 
Read more: Latin Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes — Infoplease.com 
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0907036.html#ixzz1JynEpAt3 


